Fortunately, the Milk
Grades 3-5 

By Neil Gaiman
Annotation

· Mom’s away. There is no milk for breakfast. So Dad heads out on a mission. When he finally returns, Dad explains that his trip included a time-traveling hot-air balloon ride with a stegosaurus, pirates, ponies, aliens, wumpires, and a volcano god...but he never lost possession of the milk! The illustrations add to the fun. You’ll enjoy this one, with or without milk!
Book Talk

· http://booktalkthree.blogspot.com/2014/04/book-talk-fortunately-milk-by-neil.html
It's a bummer when your mom goes out of town: annoying stuff happens, such as running out of milk when you normally don't, and your dad has to leave you to go get some. This is exactly what brings about a run-in with space aliens, you know? I'm serious. They're out there, waiting. This is part of what dad said he encountered: 

1. Space aliens who want to re-decorate our earth, replacing trees with pink flamingos.

2. Pirates who have never heard of walking a plank. Duh!

3. A time-traveling stegosaurus who wears goggles and owns a time machine cardboard box.

4. Dinosaurs who love cereal, but they eat theirs dry.

5. Vampires with a lisp, called wumpires. Check out their accents.

6. Three dwarves with flowerpots on their heads who do a little dance.

 Where are the Galactic Police when you need them?

Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMEC87U1gT0
Author on the Internet
· Website: 
http://neilgaiman.com/
· Blog: 

http://journal.neilgaiman.com/
· Facebook:
www.facebook.com/neilgaiman
· Twitter: 
@neilhimself

Realia/Display Items
· Milk carton/bottle
Food

· Milk
· Coconut

Book Charm

· Milk Carton: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/ 
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Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· http://media.bloomsbury.com/rep/files/fortunately-the-milk-teacher-notes.pdf
· Discussion Guide: http://www.teachingbooks.net/media/pdf/HarperCollins/FortunatelyTheMilk_Guide.pdf
What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· Substitute Trouble by Karen English
· Bowling Alley Bandit by Laurie Keller

Extension Activity

· Line a wall of the library, classroom, or hallway with butcher paper.  Have the kids illustrate a timeline of the plot points in the story.

Additional Resources
· STEM Activities:

http://www.brighthubeducation.com/middle-school-science-lessons/128535-fortunately-the-milk-stem-activities-/ 
· Author discusses Fortunately, the Milk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZFSbGY7L7g
· Author introduces Fortunately, the Milk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yO9CeNoogTU
· Author tells the inspiration behind the book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT6RpDl9bXc
