The Fourteenth Goldfish
Grades 3-5 

By Jennifer L. Holm
Annotation

· Ellie was not big on change...and lots of things have changed. Her school has changed. Her friends have changed. Then one day a strange boy entered the picture. He looked - and acted - a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist on a quest for eternal youth.  Could this boy really be Grandpa Melvin? This is a humorous story about life, family, and imagining the possible.
Book Talk

· 11 year old Ellie’s best friend has found volleyball and new friends; her long-lived goldfish, Goldie, has met her maker, and Ellie does not know what to do next.  Then, Ellie’s mother brings home a 13 year-old boy who reminds her of her scientist grandfather Melvin.  Who is this boy, really?  And what does this all have to do with goldfish?  The search for answers to these questions takes Ellie on a surprising adventure.
Book Trailer
· www.youtube.com/watch?v=91FeXVF-56E 
· This link takes you to a You Tube video of the author giving a short talk about the book. 
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.jenniferholm.com/
· Author’s Twitter Handle: @jenniholm
· Author’s Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jenni.holm
Realia/Display Items

· Chapter 9, (p. 53-4 HB), Chap. 21, (p. 135, HB - microscope).  Items: Two or three test tubes in a stand, a beaker, and a microscope arranged like they are in a laboratory. (Grandpa wants to set up a lab in the garage and Ellie gets a microscope for her birthday).
Food
· Chapter 2, Page 7, Chapter 7, Pages 39 & 42, Chapter 27, Page 173(HB).  Chinese food
· Chapter 4, Page 19, Chapter 23, p. 148 (HB). Pizza
· Chapter 6, Page 32 (HB). Corn Dogs
· Chapter 9 Page 51, Chapter 18, Page 112, chap.21, p.133 (HB). Tacos, Burritos, Mexican Food

· Chapter 12, Page 74 (HB) Raisinets and Popcorn, 
· Chapter 14, Page 87, (HB). Coq au Vin
Book Charm

· Fish: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Fish-p/137-fish.htm
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Background Knowledge
· Recommended Resources for continuing the Conversation.  Page 193 (HB).
Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Chapter 6, page 31-32(HB):  Do you agree with Ellie’s assessment of middle school? Why or why not?

· Chapter 20, page 130(HB): Melvin has fallen asleep at the party.  Does having a young body make Melvin any less of an old man? Support your answers with examples from the story.
· In what way was Grandfather the fourteenth Goldfish, and how did he teach Ellie about life? (Chapter 29, page 185, HB)   

Non-Fiction Companion Titles
· Discovering Jellyfish, Metz, Lorijo,  AR 4.3 Lexile not available
· Goldie’s Guide to Caring for Your Goldfish, Ganeri, Anita and Peterson, Rick,      AR 4.3   Lexile 790
· Goldfish,  Miller, Michaela,  AR 4.5 Lexile 770
What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· Alien in my Pocket: Blast Off!   Ball, Nate   AR 4.6   Lexile 690
· Absolutely Almost   Graff, Lisa   AR 4.7 Lexile 750
