Olivia Bean, Trivia Queen
Grades 3-5
By Donna Gephart
Annotation

· Olivia Bean and her dad shared a love of trivia.  When she gets an opportunity to audition for kid’s Jeopardy, Olivia is thrilled to show off her knowledge and see her dad who moved to California two years ago. To get to the final round, she receives help from the most unexpected places including a frenemy and almost-stepdad.

Book Talk

· Olivia loves playing Jeopardy! more than anything else in her life, and her dream is to be a contestant on the show and meet Alex Trebec.  Since her parents’ divorce, her father lives in California where the show is filmed, so now more than ever she wants to make it on the show so she can visit him.  When the opportunity for her to try out for kid’s week presents itself, she enlists her family and even her pesky neighbor, Tucker, to help her study for the show.  Surprisingly, her mother’s boyfriend encourages her and helps her as much as anyone.  Even after repeated calls to her father, he offers no help or support.  In spite of her disappointment, she successfully proceeds through the stages of elimination and on the day of the show, she surprises everyone, including herself! Source: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/resource/olivia-bean-trivia-queen/
Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxuWvxOIbYA
Author on the Internet
· Website: http://www.donnagephart.com/olivia-bean-trivia-queen.html 
· Blog:

http://www.donnagephart.blogspot.com/ 
· Faceboook:
https://www.facebook.com/DonnaGephart 
· Twitter:
@DGephartWrites 
Realia/Display Items
· Buzzers 

· Trivia Games

Book Charm

· Question mark: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Question-Mark-p/107-questionmark.htm 

Background Knowledge

· Jeopardy Website: http://www.jeopardy.com/
· Youtube clips of Jeopardy episodes
Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Olivia thinks that Tucker is mean to her whenever he is with Mark. Do you think that Tucker is putting on a show for Mark? Do you think some people act differently when they are surrounded by certain friends?

· On page 48, Charlie says, “It’s fun to be smart.” Do you agree? Is there ever a time when being smart does not seem fun? Explain.

· Regarding the audition, Olivia’s mom says, “You’ll be judged not only on your ability to answer questions, Olivia, but also on your ability to be bright and friendly.” Do you think that that advice applies to other situations? Explain why or why not.

· Which characters demonstrate the qualities of a good friend? Explain.

· Overall, is Olivia a good friend to others?

· How has Olivia changed from the beginning of the story?
Non-Fiction Companion Titles 

· Edge Book Super Trivia Collection – Capstone Press

· Quiz Wiz by National Geographic   

What to Read Next
· Einstein the Class Hamster by Janet Tashijian. AR: 4.5, Lexile 750
· Kelsey Green, Reading Queen by Claudia Mills. AR: 4.7, Lexile 750
Additional Resources
· Music:  OrangeFreeSounds.com - Jeopardy Theme Song
· Lesson Plan from Random House website: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/OLIVIA-BEAN-READINGACTIVITY-GUIDE-GEPHART.pdf
· Interview with the author: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/OLIVIA-BEAN-READINGACTIVITY-GUIDE-GEPHART.pdf
