The Secret of Rover
Grades 6-8 

By Rachel Wildavsky
Annotation

· The Secret of Rover follows the clever and resourceful twins Katie and David as they race across country in their attempt to outwit an international team of insurgents who hold their parents and baby sister captive in a foreign land.  Held hostage because they invented a spy technology called Rover that can locate anyone in the world, Katie and David’s parents are in grave danger. Now, it’s up to Katie and David to rescue them. But first they must find their reclusive uncle, whom they have never met—the only person they know who can help them. 

Book Talk

· Katie and David love their new life, new home, and soon to be new sister.  They can thank Rover, the top secret spy device Katie and David’s parents and uncle invented and the US government bought.  Life was perfect until Katie and David’s parents are kidnapped on their way to adopt their new baby sister overseas.  Katie and David must escape their new Nanny and locate their reclusive uncle to help them save their parents.
Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=39&v=to6SRPKT_f4
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.secretofrover.com/ 
· Author’s Twitter Handle: @RachelWildavsky
· Author’s Goodreads Page:  http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4396719.Rachel_Wildavsky 
Realia/Display Items
· Chapter 6, Page 94 (HB).  Item: Flashlights and batteries
· Chapter 6, Page 95 (HB).  Item: Road Map of Northeast United States.  Highlight the route the children take to find their uncle.  
Food

· Chapter 6, Page 104 (HB). Cheese crackers

· Chapter 6, Page 106 (HB). Juice boxes
Book Charm

· Cat   http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Cat-Motivational-Award-p/d_186-cat.htm 
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Background Knowledge

· The children travel from Washington DC to Vermont, so students may want to look at a map to see the location of the two places and the distance between them.
Book Club Discussion Questions
· In chapter three, Katie and David find out that their parents are kidnapped.  How did they react?  Would you have reacted differently?
· In chapter five, Katie and David decide to find Uncle Alex.  They made many decisions; some were even law breaking decisions, on their way to find Uncle Alex.  Do you think these were good decisions or bad decisions?  What would you have done if you were in their shoes?
· Do you think Katie and David are brave?  Why or why not?
What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· Mission Unstoppable (The Genius Files #1)   Gutman, Dan   AR 4.8   Lexile 730

· Maze of Bones (39 Clues Series #1) Riordan, Rick       AR 4.3    Lexile 610   

Additional Resources
· Take The Secret of Rover Quiz on the author’s website and you could win a prize! http://www.secretofrover.com/roverQUIZ.html 

· Website for the book: http://www.secretofrover.com/
