Seeing Red
Grades 6-8 

By Kathryn Erskine
Annotation

· Life will never be the same for Red Porter. He's a kid growing up around black car grease, white fence paint, and the backward attitudes of the folks who live in his hometown, Rocky Gap, Virginia.  Red's daddy, his idol, has just died, leaving Red and Mama with some hard decisions and a whole lot of doubt. Should they sell the Porter family business, a gas station, repair shop, and convenience store rolled into one, where the slogan -- "Porter's: We Fix it Right!" -- has been shouting the family's pride for as long as anyone can remember?
Book Talk

· From Publisher: Life will never be the same for Red Porter. He's a kid growing up around black car grease, white fence paint, and the backward attitudes of the folks who live in his hometown, Rocky Gap, Virginia.

Red's daddy, his idol, has just died, leaving Red and Mama with some hard decisions and a whole lot of doubt. Should they sell the Porter family business, a gas station, repair shop, and convenience store rolled into one, where the slogan "Porter's: We Fix it Right!" has been shouting the family's pride for as long as anyone can remember?
With Daddy gone, everything's different. Through his friendship with Thomas, Beau, and Miss Georgia, Red starts to see there's a lot more than car motors and rusty fenders that need fixing in his world.

When Red discovers the injustices that have been happening in Rocky Gap since before he was born, he's faced with unsettling questions about his family's legacy.

Author on the Internet
· Author Webpage: http://www.kathrynerskine.com/Kathryn_Erskine/Home.html 
· Blog: kathyerskine.wordpress.com
· Facebook: www.facebook.com/kathy.erskine
· Twitter: twitter.com/KathyErskine
Realia/Display Items
· Mechanic themed ball cap, i.e., Quaker State, Chapter 1, page 6
· Auto magazines parts catalogs, Chapter 2, page 11

· Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em Robots game, Chapter 3, page 19
· Ouija board, Chapter 3 
· Picture of an old country church (Freedom Church), Chapter 8, page 65

· Spray paint and For Sale Sign, Chapter 9, page 72

· Photo album, Chapter 22, page 166

· Socket wrenches, Chapter 23, page 172

· Band-aids, Chapter 29, page 211

Food

· Chapter 8, page 60, Mint chocolate chip ice cream.

· Chapter 9, page 69, Peanut butter and pickle sandwiches.

· Chapter 22, page 167, Okra

· Chapter 25, page 187 Old-fashioned bottle of Coke
Book Charm

· Red heart http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Valentine-Heart-p/n_186-valentine.htm
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Background Knowledge

Some background knowledge of the American Civil Rights Movement will help students get a feel for the setting of “Seeing Red.” Here are some helpful links:

· http://www.besthistorysites.net/index.php/american-history/1900/civil-rights 
· http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/the-civil-rights-movement.cfm 

· http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_kkk.html 

Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Seeing Red is written in first person, told from the main character, Red’s point of view. How might the story have been different if told from Rosie’s point of view?

· In Chapter 12 (page 89), Red is forced by the Brotherhood to burn a cross, and to kick his friend Thomas. How does the Brotherhood make sure Red will never talk about what happened that night in the woods? Have you ever been forced to go along with a group, even though you didn’t want to? How did you make your decision to go along or to refuse?   
· In Chapter 20 (page 153), Red’s punishment for truancy is to stay after school and rake leaves with Mr. Walker. Mr. Walker tells Red about his grandson, Leroy. Explain what happened to Leroy. What lesson do you think Mr. Walker was trying to teach Red?

· In Chapter 21 (pg. 161), guest speaker Mr. Reynolds talked to Red’s class about what happened to a young black boy named Emmitt Till. Why do you think the author chose to include this historical event that really happened in Seeing Red, a fiction book? Describe the students’ reaction to Mr. Reynolds speech. How did what Mr. Reynolds said affect Red?

· Reverend Benson believed that the black families in Stony Gap are “happier with their own kind.” What do you think he meant by this? Do you think he was right? Why do you think he tried to get his parishioners to agree with him? As a powerful man in the community, do you think this was right for him to do? Why or why not?

Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 

· Tell All the Children, Tonya Bolden,      AR 7.7    Lexile 1130
· Claudette Colvin: Toward Justice, Phillip Hoose
AR 6.8    Lexile 1000

· Boycott Blues: How Rosa Parks Inspired a Nation, Andrea Davis Pinkney   AR 2.9   Lexile 560

What to Read Next
· The Lions of Little Rock   Levine, Kristin   AR 4.1   Lexile 630 
· The Watsons Go to Birmingham  Curtis, Christopher Paul   AR 5.0   Lexile 1000   

Additional Resources
· Book guide: http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/sites/default/files/asset/file/seeing-red-dg.pdf
· Interview with the author: http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/author/kathryn_erskine/
· Langston Hughes poetry: http://www.crmvet.org/poetry/fhughes.htm 

· Short stories and poetry: http://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/10-short-stories-poems-black-history-month
· Emmett Till biography: http://www.biography.com/people/emmett-till-507515 

· Common Core connections: http://www.kathyerskine.com/Kathryn_Erskine/COMMON_CORE.html 

· “I Am Woman” sung by Helen Reddy (the song Red hears Rosie singing): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUBnxqEVKlk 
