Twerp
Grades 6-8 

By Mark Goldblatt
Annotation

· Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big mistake. So when he returns to school after a weeklong suspension, his English teacher offers him a deal: if he keeps a journal and writes about the terrible incident that got him and his friends suspended, he can get out of writing a report on Shakespeare. Julian jumps at the chance. And so begins his account of life in sixth grade--blowing up homemade fireworks, writing a love letter for his best friend (with disastrous results), and worrying whether he's still the fastest kid in school. Lurking in the background, though, is the one story he can't bring himself to tell, the one story his teacher most wants to hear.
Book Talk

· From Publisher:  Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big mistake. So when he returns to school after a weeklong suspension, his English teacher offers him a deal: if he keeps a journal and writes about the terrible incident that got him and his friends suspended, he can get out of writing a report on Shakespeare. Julian jumps at the chance. And so begins his account of life in sixth grade--blowing up homemade fireworks, writing a love letter for his best friend (with disastrous results), and worrying whether he's still the fastest kid in school. Lurking in the background, though, is the one story he can't bring himself to tell, the one story his teacher most wants to hear.
Inspired by Mark Goldblatt's own childhood growing up in 1960s Queens, Twerp shines with humor and heart. This remarkably powerful story will have readers laughing and crying right along with these flawed but unforgettable characters. 
From http://www.randomhouse.com/book/221646/twerp-by-mark-goldblatt 
Book Trailers

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovSc1kycL-c (for teachers or media specialists)

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8ckl1fHe4Y (for students) 

Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://markgoldblattkids.com/Mark_Goldblatt_Kids/Home.html 
· Author’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/mark.goldblatt
· Author’s Twitter: twitter.com/MarkGoldblatt
· Author’s Email: Mgold57@aol.com
Realia/Display Items
· Eggs

· Book of Shakespeare (Ch. 1, HB)

· Rocks (Ch. 1, HB)

· Picture of a pigeon (Ch. 1, HB)

· Any nostalgic item from the 1960’s (record player, Beatles music, photos of Vietnam war protesters, Gumby

Food

· Dumplings and noodles, Page 15 (HB)

· Mallormars, Page 81 (HB)

· Stuffed cabbage, Page 87 (HB)
Book Charm
· “I Don’t Bully” charm: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Bull-LTD-p/169-bullltd.htm
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Background Knowledge

· Historical background knowledge – Discussion of popular culture and leisure activities for young people in the 1960’s might be helpful.
· Literary background knowledge-Since there are many references to Shakespeare, some basics of the bard might be helpful. Here’s a great website:

http://www.nosweatshakespeare.com/ebooks/shakespeare-for-kids/
Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· In Chapter 2, Racing with Cars, Julian causes a bad thing to happen, which turns out to be a good thing in the end. Discuss a time when you did something bad that turned out well in the end.

·  Lonnie asks Julian to do something he doesn’t want to do in the chapter entitled “The Love Letter.” He explains to Julian why he is obligated to help. Do you agree with Lonnie’s logic? Why or why not? Have you ever asked a friend to do something against their will? Explain how it worked out.

· Is Julian a leader or a follower? What about Lonnie? Give evidence from the book to support your opinion.

Non-Fiction Companion Titles
· Bullying and Me: Schoolyard Stories, Shapiro, Ouisie   Lexile 740   AR  4.9 
· Bullying, Raatma, Lucia   600 Lexile    AR 3.2
· Cyber Bullying, Hunter, Nick    1050 Lexile    AR 7.0
What to Read Next
· Finding the Worm (sequel to Twerp)  Goldblatt, Mark
AR not available  Lexile 740

· Double Dutch   Draper, Sharon   AR 4.9    Lexile 760
· Bystander   Preller, James
  AR 4.2     Lexile 600

· The Misfits   Howe, James
   AR 5.2    Lexile 960

Additional Resources
· Putting Books to Work-Ideas for using Twerp in the classroom:  http://www.reading.org/literacy-daily/classroom/post/engage/2013/10/07/putting-books-to-work-twerp
· Q & A with author Mark Goldblatt: https://randomactsofreading.wordpress.com/2013/05/24/11-questions-with-author-mark-goldblatt/
· Bullying Discussion Guide: https://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Bullying_DiscussionGuide_WEB.pdf
· Lesson Plans using Twerp: http://www.edhelper.com/books/Twerp.htm
· Growing up in the 1960’s: http://www.history.com/topics/1960s/videos/growing-up-in-the-60s
· Childhood in the Sixties: https://prezi.com/0gofbb6dkjea/childhood-in-the-1960s/
