Athlete vs. Mathlete
Grades 3-5 

By W.C. Mack
Annotation

· The Evans twins each have a way to shine - Owen is a basketball star and Russell is captain of the Brain Bowl team.  When they find themselves in competition with each other, they must work out what their talents mean to them as individuals and as brothers.

Book Talk

· Owen Evans lights up the scoreboards. His brother, Russell, rocks the school boards. These twin brothers couldn't be more different. They've long kept the peace by going their separate ways, but all that is about to change. The new basketball coach recruits Russell for the seventh grade team and a jealous Owen has to fight to stay in the game. When someone tries to steal Russell's spot as captain of the mathlete team, will the two be able to put aside their differences in order to save his position? Or will they be sidelined? (From the publisher)
Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arBy-ntSQTM
Author on the Internet
· Website: http://www.wcmack.com/
Realia/Display Items
· Basketball, trophies
Book Charm

· Basketball or math superstar award: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Basketball-p/150-basketball.htm or http://www.fitnessfinders.net/math-superstar-p/152-mathsuperstar.htm 
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Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Do you have to have a special talent to be special?
· Would you rather have a special talent that is athletic or academic?

· Would you rather be really good at one skill, and not good at other skills? Or would you rather be good at lots of different things, but not be the best at any of them?

Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 

· Basketball  Basics for Kids: a Basketball Handbook by Bobby Kaplan

· Basketball by John Hereas

· Basketball by the Numbers by Mary Elizabeth Salzmann

What to Read Next
· Sequels in the series: Double Dribble; Time-Out
· Never Mind by Avi

· Jump Shot by Tiki & Ronde Barber

· Game Changer by Margaret Haddix

Additional Resources
· Music: “Get’cha Head in the Game” from High School Musical

· Poetry-Crossover by Kwame Alexander

· Reader’s Theater script from the Texas Bluebonnet Committee: https://texasbluebonnetaward2015.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/rtathletevs-mathlete.pdf
· Interview with the author: http://londonstime.blogspot.com/2012/02/creating-believable-characters.html#.VYhgo0bmVEJ
· Book Study: http://jaredhaugathletevsmathlete.weebly.com/index.html
· Lesson ideas from KidsWings: http://suzyred.com/2014-Athlete-vs-Mathlete.html
