Blast Off!
By Nate Ball
Grades 3-5 

Annotation
· After a pocket-sized alien crash lands in his bedroom, Zach finds himself navigating humorous mishaps in an attempt to repair the spaceship and protect the alien from Earthly terrors such as the family cat.

Book Talk

· Zack has trouble paying attention, so he has trouble in school.  He is in fourth grade this year, and his parents are trying to get him to do better this year. Suddenly, on a typical unproductive school night, a shooting star crashes through his window and lands in his bedroom.  Little does he know that his life is about to change to include a spaceship and a little blue alien…and more.
Book Trailers

· www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Bx6vU_RcP8
This link takes you to a You Tube video of the author giving a short talk about the book. 

Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/blogs/secretlife/engineering/nate-ball/ 
· Book Website:  http://www.alieninmypocket.com/  

· Author’s Twitter Handle: @natebeatbox
Realia/Display Items
· Chapter 2, (p. 9 HB), A football painted silver can be used for Amp’s spaceship. Chap. 17-19, (p. 111 - 130, HB).  A 2 liter soda bottle designed to look like a rocket, and a bicycle pump can be part of a display that looks like what Zack and Olivia used to build a rocket for Amp.
Food

· Chapter 6, Page 38 Waffles
· Chapter 15, Page 101, Cookies, Cheese Balls, M&Ms, Soda, Chips
· Chapter 20, Page 131, mashed potatoes
Book Charm

Rocket: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Rocket-Award-p/152-rocketaward.htm
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Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Chapter 3, page 22(HB):  Why do you have a pet?  Why do you think people have pets, and how do you think Zack could have explained the concept to someone who never heard about pets?
· Chapter 7, page 48 (HB): Max was behaving strangely because of Amp’s influence.  If you had that power, would you use it to get back at people or help them?  Would you consider the consequences of your actions first?
· Chapter 29, page 185 (HB) Why do you think that Zack was happy that Amp would not be leaving Earth right away? 

What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· Aliens on Vacation   Barrett Smith, Clete  AR 5.1   Lexile 770
· My Teacher is an Alien  Coville, Bruce  AR 5.3  Lexile  650  

Other Resources
· Recommended Resources for continuing the Conversation: See the back of the book Pages 137 - 143 (HB) for instructions for building a rocket like the one Olivia and Zack built.

