The Hypnotists
Grades 3-5 

By Gordon Korman
Annotation

· Having the ability to hypnotize others sounds like it could be a lot of fun and Jax Opus doesn’t even know he has the power until it finds out accidently.  Once he realizes he can affect other people’s behavior, he finds out it causes lots of problems for him.  He also learns that not everyone is as they first appear.  An adventure book sure to entertain young readers.

Book Talk

· Is it a gift…or is it a curse? Jax Opus can use his color changing eyes to make people do things they don’t want to do. At first, Jax doesn’t know what he’s doing and he plays around hypnotizing his friends and strangers. But then his powers push him into a fantastic adventure he never asked to join. He is recruited to the Sentia School of hypnotists by the elite (and famous) Dr. Elias Mako; but what will they teach him?  And what will his powers be used for?
Book Trailers

· http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/asset/gordon-korman-and-hypnotists
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeivRb4iU7w
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://gordonkorman.com/
· Author’s Blog: http://gordonkorman.com/gordons-blog
· Author’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/gordon.korman.5?fref=ts
· Author’s Twitter Handle: twitter.com/gordonkorman
Realia/Display Items
· Election materials (posters, yard signs, etc.) with “Vote for Trey Douglas for President!” taped over the names.
Book Charm

· Clock charm (Jax has to beat time to stop the fraudulent election): http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Clock-p/181-clock.htm
[image: image1.jpg]



Background Knowledge

· Historical background knowledge – a review of how elections are structured would be helpful.
Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Chapter 9: Dr. Mako states, “The temptations will be great. Even if you think your actions are harmless, you must not resort to hypnotisim for frivolus or recreational purposes” (pg. 63.) Then, Jax hypnotizes the lunch lady. How does this make Jax feel about his power? Why?
· Chapter 15: The Sandman’s Guild has members who try not to use their powers (pg. 102-103).  Why wouldn’t they use their powers, even for good?

· Chapter 26: Is Jax a hero or villain for recording the video used in the election? (pg. 179-180). Would you have recorded the video?
Non-Fiction Companion Title
· Amazing brain mysteries by Cynthia O’Brien. 9780778780700. AR: 5.8 
What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· Memory Maze (The Hypnotists Book 2), Korman, Gordon. AR: 5.8 
· LOOT, Watson, Jude. AR: 4.2
· The Eye of Minds, Dashner, James. AR: 5.5

Additional Resources
· Take the Hypnotists Quiz: How would you use your hypnotic powers? http://www.scholastic.com/gordonkorman/
· Here is a nice video interview with author, Gordon Korman: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Fm9W_-kPYw&feature=youtu.be
