A Snicker of Magic
Grades 3-5 

By Natalie Lloyd
Annotation

· Felicity Pickle, a word collector, and her little sister, Frannie Jo, have moved around a lot. Their mother has a wandering heart. Midnight Gulch feels like it just might be home, and not just because it's where her mama grew up. The town is cursed, or so some believe. The quirky characters, including her new best friend Jonah, make this book magical.  
Book Talk

Midnight Gulch used to be a magical place, a town where people could sing up thunderstorms and dance up sunflowers. But that was long ago, before a curse drove the magic away. Twelve-year-old Felicity knows all about things like that; her nomadic mother is cursed with a wandering heart.

But when she arrives in Midnight Gulch, Felicity thinks her luck's about to change. A "word collector," Felicity sees words everywhere — shining above strangers, tucked into church eves, and tangled up her dog's floppy ears — but Midnight Gulch is the first place she's ever seen the word "home." And then there's Jonah, a mysterious, spiky-haired do-gooder who shimmers with words Felicity's never seen before, words that make Felicity's heart beat a little faster.  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/asset/snicker-magic-booktalk
Book Trailer
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=um4m2sbz9h4
Author on the Internet
· Website: 
http://www.natalielloyd.com/
· Blog: 

http://www.natalielloyd.blogspot.com/
· Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/NatalieLloydAuthor
· Twitter:
@_natalielloyd
Realia/Display Items
· Ice cream scoops
Food

· Ice Cream- LOTS of flavors
Book Charm
· Grapes: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/
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Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
(http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/discussion-questions-snicker-magic-natalie-lloyd)

· Felicity says that her mother’s storytelling voice is “like something between a summer breeze and a lullaby” (p. 2). How can someone’s voice help him or her tell a good story?

· The people of Midnight Gulch possess different types of magic. What kind of magic would you want to have? Why?

· Words are very important to Felicity. What are your three favorite words? What do these words make you think of?

· Felicity and her family move frequently. What do you think are some positive things about moving? What are some negative things? What words do you associate with “home”?

· How does Felicity give her mother the courage to paint the mural?

· Can you think of anyone in your life who would need help from the Beedle? How could the Beedle make a difference?

· Felicity’s mother shares “a truth that feels so good, it’s like you hugged the summer sunshine” (p. 263). Describe your own factofabulous memory.

· Felicity loves to collects words about people. Choose three words that best describe you. What would these words look like to Felicity?

· Cleo says, “Only fools run away from what they fear” (p. 268). Do you think this is true? Why or why not?

· How is the duel important to Felicity and her family, as well as the townspeople? How are sweet amends made at the duel?

Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 

· Ben and Jerry: Ice Cream Manufacturers by Joann Mattern
Poetry Connection

“Pablo Neruda: Poet of the People” by M. Brown
Short Story Companion

“Max’s Words” by K. Banks

What to Read Next
· Saavy by Ingrid Laws

· Donovan’s Word Jar by Monalisa DeGross

Additional Resources
· Teachers Guide: http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/sites/default/files/asset/file/scholastic_snickermagicactivitybooklet41_copy.pdf
· Interview with the author (from Literary Rambles): http://www.literaryrambles.com/2014/03/natalie-lloyd-interview-and-snicker-of.html
· Interview with the author (from Foodie Bibliophile in Wanderlust): http://www.foodiebibliophile.com/2014/02/author-interview-natalie-lloyd.html
· Interview with the author (from KidsReads): http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/natalie-lloyd/news/interview-021214
· Interview with the author (from Sturdy for Common Things): http://www.sturdyforcommonthings.com/2014/07/author-interview-with-natalie-lloyd/
· Interview with the author (from Middle Grade Minded): http://middlegrademinded.blogspot.ca/2014/12/awesome-author-interview-natalie-lloyd.html
