Jungle of Bones
Grades 6-8 

By Ben Mikaelsen
Annotation

· Lost and alone in the jungle, one boy will have to let go of his assumptions and anger, or be dragged down with them.  Dylan Barstow has finally crossed the line. After getting caught on a late-night joyride in a stolen car, Dylan is shipped off to live with his ex-Marine uncle for the summer. But Uncle Todd has bigger plans for Dylan than push-ups and early-morning jogs.
Book Talk

· https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18114571-jungle-of-bones?from_search=true
Lost and alone in the jungle, one boy will have to let go of his assumptions and anger, or be dragged down with them.

Dylan Barstow has finally crossed the line. After getting caught on a late-night joyride in a stolen car, Dylan is shipped off to live with his ex-Marine uncle for the summer. But Uncle Todd has bigger plans for Dylan than push-ups and early-morning jogs.

Deep in the steamy jungles of Papua New Guinea, there's a WWII fighter plane named SECOND ACE that's been lost for years, a plane that Dylan's own grandfather barely escaped from with his life. In all this time, no one has ever been able to track down SECOND ACE -- but now Dylan and his uncle are going to try.

Lush and haunted, vital and deadly, these alien jungles half a world away could mean Dylan's salvation, or they could swallow him whole.
Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NT6dskd6Cc – has a book fair pitch at the end. 

Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.benmikaelsen.com/
· Author’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ben-Mikaelsen/103086003064632?fref=ts
· Author’s Email: ben@benmikaelsen.com
Realia/Display Items
· Jungle theme- model airplanes, hiking equipment, WWII memorabilia, map of Papua New Guinea, compasses 
Book Charm

· .Computer Mouse: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/ 
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Background Knowledge

· Historical Background- WWII
· Geography- Maps PNG 

Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· The choices we make in life have consequences both positive and negative. How would Dylan’s life be different had he made different choices? i.e taken the pills, not walked away from the group
· Dylan’s Dad made a choice to use his camera and pen as weapon. What were the consequences of this choice and how did it affect others? 

· Discuss times they made good/ bad choices and how they learned from those. 

Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 

· WWII books
· Airplanes

· Survivalist books 

What to Read Next
· There Will Be Bears- By Ryan Gebhart
· Storm Mountain- By Tom Birdseye
Additional Resources
· Interview with the author: http://mtpr.org/post/11-year-old-learns-respect-war-veterans
· Interview with the author: http://www.sandrabornstein.com/q-ben-mikaelsen-award-winning-author/
· Jungle of Bones Game: http://www.benmikaelsen.com/#!jokes-puzzles/c254v
