The Night Gardener
Grades 6-8 

By Jonathan Auxier
Annotation

· More than just a spooky tale, it’s also a moral fable about human greed and the power of storytelling.  The Night Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel to work as servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor house. But the house and its family are not quite what they seem. Soon the children are confronted by a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives.     
Book Talk

· Something strange is going on at the dilapidated old mansion where Irish orphans Molly, aged fourteen and Kip, aged ten, show up to work as servants.  Wet footprints and dead leaves are found in the bedrooms after a restless night’s sleep of family members.  A mysterious stranger with a stovepipe hat is seen entering the house in the middle of the night and something is just not right about the owner and his family. Can Molly and Kip figure out what is going on if they hide out in the field and spy on the house? (Start reading on pg. 122 “The slow crunch of footsteps on gravel.”  Stop at “Something wicked.”) 
Book Trailers

· http://www.cleanvideosearch.com/media/action/yt/watch?v=ZNdK5WcPGZI
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MP0txNz69jM
Author on the Internet
· Author’s website: http://www.thescop.com/peter-nimble/
· Author’s Twitter: https://twitter.com/JonathanAuxier
· Author’s Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Jonathan-Auxier
Realia/Display Items
· Chapter 17 pg. 121  watering can

· Chapter 10 pg. 72  stovepipe hat

· Chapter 1 pg. 10   Irish flag
· Chapter 10  pg. 69  Dry leaf

Book Charm

· Leaf: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Leaf-Motivational-Award-p/b_186-leaf.htm
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Background Knowledge 
· Historical Background- The Irish Famine
· Literary Background- Fables in the tradition of Washington Irving and Edgar Allan Poe

Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Chapter 9, pg. 66  Chapter 20, pg. 140  Chapter 22, pg. 156  Chapter 24, pg.172.
      In all of these examples, various characters in this story want/need something  

      very badly and are willing to trade a bit of their soul to get it.  Can you identify with them concerning something you have wanted or needed in the past…or now?
· Chapter 31, pg. 214  What’s the difference between a story and a lie?
· What does the quote, “We would often be sorry if our wishes were gratified” mea,n in relation to this story?
Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 

· Black Potatoes: the story of the Great Irish Famine, Susan Bartoletti, AR 6.8 Lexile 1040

· Tales of Terror, Edgar Allan Poe, Lexile 1340

What to Read Next
· Dead Boys, Royce Buckingham, AR 6.0 Lexile 850

· The Thickety: A Path Begins, J.A. White, AR 5.3 Lexile 730

· Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Washington Irving, AR 7.5 Lexile 1460

Additional Resources
· Music:  “Hurdy Gurdy Man” by Sting
· Video book reading with the author: http://www.cbc.ca/books/2014/10/the-night-gardener.html
· Discussion questions from Jamestown Jams: http://jplkids.blogspot.ca/2014/09/september-grades-5-6-book-club-night.html
· Reader’s Theatre script by Bound to Stay Bound and the Texas Bluebonnet Committee: https://docs.google.com/document/d/174C4KpvpdWg4je2Z9bJj3HmB62BfbXKkY9aeRB6qgoI/edit
· Interview with the author: http://geekdad.com/2014/05/be2-jonathan-auxier/
· Interview with the author: http://lgbpodcast.blogspot.ca/2014/06/jonathan-auxier-ep-58.html
