Skink No Surrender
Grades 6-8 

By Carl Hiaasen
Annotation

· When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? There’s only one man for the job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor named Skink. Skink joins 14-year-old Richard on a breakneck chase across Florida, undaunted by lightning storms, poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant gators. There are a million places cousin Malley could be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen her, but one thing is certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best served wild.
Book Talk

· Sure, Malley willingly ran off with some guy she met online, but Richard knows his cousin is in danger.  Skink, a one-eyed, disheveled semi-ecoterrorist (oh, and former Governor of Florida) convinces Richard he’s the guy to help Richard find her.  Encounters with poisonous snakes, crazed pigs, rats and gators, the two relentlessly pursue the guy who has Malley.  It’s an exciting, dangerous and hilarious adventure you won’t forget! This is how Richard first meets Skink.  (start reading HB pg. 3  “approaching the turtle nest again, I put down the Easton…” to HB pg. 5 “Get serious, boy.”)
Book Trailer
·  http://time.com/3377837/carl-hiaasen-skink-no-surrender/#3377837/carl-hiaasen-skink-no-surrender/
Author on the Internet
· Author’s website: www.carlhiaasen.com
· Author’s Twitter: twitter.com/hiaasen_project
· Author’s Facebook: www.facebook.com/CarlHiaasen
Realia/Display Items
· Chapter 11, Page 130 (HB).  Alligator toy 
· Chapter 1, Page 8 (HB).  Fake eyeball toy
· Chapter 1, Page 3 (HB).  Toy turtle (or real one!)
Book Charm

· Alligator: www.fitnessfinders.net/Alligator-p/197-alligator.htm


Background Knowledge

· Chapter 1  Background on turtle nest protection laws
· Chapter 8  Background on the Lord God bird and John James Audubon
Book Club Discussion Questions/Topics
· Chapter 3 Have you ever been in a situation when you have had to tell on someone because you felt they were doing something dangerous?   How did it make you feel?  
· Chapter 11   Skink quoted from a novel saying, “Nature never deceives us.  It is always we who deceive ourselves.”  What do you think he meant by that?
· This book is reminiscent of Mark Twain’s stories with all of the quirky characters and far-fetched adventures.  Who was your favorite character and/or situation in this book?
Non-Fiction Companion Titles 

· Silent Spring, Rachel Carson, Lexile 1340

· No Plants, No Animals: Species at Risk, Sarah Irvine, AR 7.1 and Lexile 830

What to Read Next
· Lost in the River of Grass, Ginny Rorby, AR 4.4 and Lexile 750

· Chomp, Carl Hiaasen, AR 7.0 and Lexile 700

Additional Resources
· Ivory-Billed Woodpecker: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/ivory-billed-woodpecker/ and http://news.discovery.com/animals/ivorybilled-woodpecker-search-ends.htm
· Internet Safety: http://www.netliteracy.org/safe-connects/safe-connects-psas/
· Lesson Plans: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Skink_EducatorsGuide_WEB.pdf
· Interview with the author: http://oceandrive.com/people/carl-hiaasen-on-his-latest-skink-novel-and-why-he-wont-do-vampires
· Interview with the author: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7tyCeXIOIw
· Interview with the author: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0_8lyBeX2Q
