Tesla’s Attic
Grades 6-8 

By Neal Shusterman and Eric Elfman
Annotation

· After their home burns down, fourteen-year-old Nick, his younger brother, and their father move into a ramshackle Victorian house they've inherited. When Nick opens the door to his attic room, he's hit in the head by a toaster. That's just the beginning of his weird experiences with the old junk stored up there. After getting rid of the odd antiques in a garage sale, Nick befriends some local kids-Mitch, Caitlin, and Vincent-and they discover that all of the objects have extraordinary properties. What's more, Nick figures out that the attic is a strange magnetic vortex, which attracts all sorts of trouble. It's as if the attic itself has an intelligence . . . and a purpose.
Book Talk

· After their home burns down, fourteen-year-old Nick, his younger brother, and their father move into a ramshackle Victorian house they've inherited. When Nick opens the door to his attic room, he's hit in the head by a toaster. That's just the beginning of his weird experiences with the old junk stored up there. After getting rid of the odd antiques in a garage sale, Nick befriends some local kids-Mitch, Caitlin, and Vincent-and they discover that all of the objects have extraordinary properties. What's more, Nick figures out that the attic is a strange magnetic vortex, which attracts all sorts of trouble. It's as if the attic itself has an intelligence . . . and a purpose.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17197651-tesla-s-attic

Book Trailers

· Tesla’s Attic Book Trailer by Disneybooks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zPMSn0Fqec
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.storyman.com/ 

· Author’sFacebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/nealshusterman 

· Author’s Twitter Handle: https://twitter.com/NealShusterman or @NealShusterman 

· Author’s Instagram: https://instagram.com/nealshusterman/ 

· Author’s Tumblr: https://instagram.com/nealshusterman/ 

· Author’s YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2sP356IAT5ExXAwRKEEONA
Realia/Display Items
· Toaster- pg 1

· Tape recorder- pg 8

· A see and say (modify with symbols) pg 18
· Any items sold in the garage sale or that are mentioned ( 

Book Charm

· Light bulb: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Light-Bulb-p/107-lightbulb.htm
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Background Knowledge

· Knowledge of Tesla, Edison, Fermi, Bohr

Discussion Questions

· Discussion guide from Disney Hyperion: http://books.disney.com/content/uploads/2014/01/Teslas-Attic-DG-%C2%A6%C3%86.pdf
Non-Fiction Companion Title(s) 
· Biographies on any of the scientist/ inventors mentioned above
What to Read Next
· What We Found in the Sofa and How it Saved the World by Henry Clark

· The Book of Lost Things (Mister Max #1) by Cynthia Voigt, Iacopo Bruno
· Interviews with the authors:
· http://project-middle-grade-mayhem.blogspot.co.uk/2014/02/teslas-attic-interview-with-authors.html
· http://project-middle-grade-mayhem.blogspot.co.uk/2014/02/teslas-attic-interview-with-authors.html
· http://naomicanale.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/interview-with-author-and-editor-eric.html
· http://teazurs.blogspot.co.uk/2013/02/interview-with-eric-elfman-author.html
