The Testing
Grades 6-8 

By Joelle Charbonneau
Annotation

· It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about—hope for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United Commonwealth program that selects the best and brightest new graduates to become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. Armed with his dire warnings (”Cia, trust no one”), she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away from friends and family, perhaps forever. Danger, romance—and sheer terror—await.
Book Talk

· Every year the United Commonwealth reviews the achievements of the graduates in all eighteen colonies. The top students from that pool of graduates are brought to Tosu City for testing to attend the university. Being chosen is an honor. The graduates of the university are our great hope- the ones we are all counting on to help regenerate the earth and improve our quality of life. They are the future scientists, doctors, teachers, and government officials. From http://hmhbooks.com/thetestingtrilogy/index2
Book Trailers

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkAoCjI8Z98 

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1OpLwj_UzE
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.joellecharbonneau.com/
· Author’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/AuthorJoelleCharbonneau
· Author’s Twitter Handle: https://twitter.com/jcharbonneau
Realia/Display Items
· Countdown clock. Chapter #9, Page 146 (HB).  
· Compass. Chapter#9, Page 146 (HB).
Food

· Chapter 5, Page 72 (HB). Corncakes.
Book Charm

· Test: http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Test-Medal-p/188-testmedal.htm
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What to Read Next
Other recommended books in a similar vein:

· The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins, AR 5.3, Lexile 810  
· The Maze Runner, James Dashner, AR 5.3, Lexile 770
· Matched, Ally Condie, AR 4.8, Lexile 680
· Slated,  Teri Terry, AR 3.9, Lexile 530
· The Bar Code Tattoo, Suzanne Weyn, AR 5.0, Lexile 740
· Stung, Bethany Wiggins, AR 4.8 , Lexile 760
· The City of Ember, Jeanne DuPrau, AR 5.0, Lexile 740
Additional Resources
· Educator’s guide: http://www.txla.org/sites/tla/files/conference/handouts/433OtherWorlds2.pdf
· Interview with the author: http://terribleminds.com/ramble/2013/06/06/ten-questions-about-the-testing-by-joelle-charbonneau/
· Test Yourself!: http://www.hmhbooks.com/thetestingtrilogy/test.html
· Interview with the author: http://presentinglenore.blogspot.co.uk/2012/02/author-interview-joelle-charbonneau.html
