This Journal Belongs to Ratchet
By Nancy J. Cavanaugh
Grades 6-8
Annotation

· If only getting a new life were as easy as getting a new notebook.
But it's not.  It's the first day of school for all the kids in the neighborhood. But not for me. I'm homeschooled. That means nothing new. No new book bag, no new clothes, and no new friends.  The best I've got is this notebook. I'm supposed to use it for my writing assignments, but my dad never checks. Here's what I'm really going to use it for…
Book Talk

(From Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15942671-this-journal-belongs-to-ratchet)
· If only getting a new life were as easy as getting a new notebook.
But it's not.

It's the first day of school for all the kids in the neighborhood. But not for me. I'm homeschooled. That means nothing new. No new book bag, no new clothes, and no friends – old or new. The best I've got is this notebook. I'm supposed to use it for my writing assignments, but my dad never checks. Here's what I'm really going to use it for:

Ratchet's Top Secret Plan
Project Goal: turn my old, recycled, freakish, friendless, motherless life into something shiny and new.

This year, I'm going make something change.
Book Trailers

· From the ForkShoalsLibrary Youtube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1w0RCP0fskg
Author on the Internet
· Author’s Website: http://www.nancyjcavanaugh.com/
· Author’s Blog: http://nancyjcavanaugh.com/myblog/
· Facebook Page:https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nancy-J-Cavanaugh/281062665333065?_rdr
· Author’s Twitter Handle: @NancyJCavanaugh 
Realia/Display Items
· Ratchet, model cars or hot wheels, veg oil (the car runs on it), family photos, journals, fake trees or plants (Dad is very environmental), teen girly mags
Book Charm

· Pencil- http://www.fitnessfinders.net/Pencil-Award-p/199-pencil.htm
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Book Club Discussion Topics

· Single Parent issues (only a dad) pg 218 

· Fitting in- pg 37

· Environment

· Taking a stand in something you believe in

Non-Fiction Companion Title 

· Car books or mechanical books- use in a display or to draw in the boys  

What to Read Next
· Always Abigail by Nancy J Cavanaugh
Additional Resources
· Educator’s Guide from the author’s website: http://www.nancyjcavanaugh.com/PDFs/Ratchet%20Educator's%20Guide.pdf1.pdf
